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      Sharings 
JANUARY 2012 

“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  For  

we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’”  (Matthew 2:1, 2) 
 

So begins the Epiphany story.  Though often included in the Christmas story, this 

story about the wise men bringing gifts to the Christ child is celebrated on a day of its own, 

January 6th.  You may have thought that your Christmas celebration had come to an end, but 

the twelve days of Christmas continue on to Epiphany Day, which then marks the beginning 

of a new church year season.  It is during those weeks of the Epiphany season that we sud-

denly see Jesus emerge from infancy to his baptism to the beginning of his ministry.  But the 

theme raised in the Epiphany story from Matthew 2 is carried out through the season.  

“Epiphany” means “manifestation” and the story reminds us how the message of the Christ 

child is carried to the whole world.  Wherever the “East” was for those wise men, it indi-

cates all those places beyond our horizon where the good news of the Christ is carried – so 

“the whole world knows”. 

During the Advent season this year we collected money for the sister synod of our 

Eastern North Dakota Synod of the ELCA, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Central 

African Republic.  The CAR is an economically deprived country, landlocked in the heart of 

Africa.  The gifts raised by churches in our synod have many goals:  for instance, to provide 

fresh, clean drinking water for an entire village through “spring boxes”, to put roofs on 30 

churches which are currently waiting for roofs, to staff and supply the Emmanuel Clinic in 

Gallo, to equip the CAR seminary and provide trained pastors and catechists to share the 

Good News of Jesus Christ, and many other needs.  Thanks to your support through the 

mini M & M tubes which were distributed for “Mission and Ministry in the CAR”, we as a 

congregation raised $965.44 for this project.   Thank you for your generosity in meeting a 

need beyond our walls! 

During the month of January and on into the coming months we will offer more 

ways in which we as a congregation can share that Epiphany theme.  Read the article in this 

newsletter about the adult forums scheduled for Sunday mornings in January in which we 

look at local mission fields right here in our synod.  Watch for how we will join in another 

community-based event to “Feed My Starving Children”.  And watch for many other empha-

ses sponsored by our Board of Church in Society to be at mission in our world. 

May the message we shared in the Christmas story continue to motivate us to share 

that good news with the whole world!  Epiphany blessings to you! 
 

Pastor John 



ARE YOU  
INTERESTED IN 
TECHNOLOGY? 

 

The Board of Lay Ministry is ex-

ploring the possibility of web-

casting the services of Sharon 

Lutheran Church.   We are ask-

ing for volunteers to form a task 

force to determine the cost and 

feasibility of adding this oppor-

tunity for outreach to the home 

bound and members who are 

not able to attend Sunday or 

Wednesday services.  This task 

force would be a “short term” 

service opportunity.    If you 

have a passion for technology 

and are interested in assisting 

in this endeavor, please express 

your interest to a member of 

the Lay Ministry board, the 

church office, or one of the  

Pastors.     

Invite A Friend or 

Neighbor to Sharon in 

January 
 

January welcomes in 2012.  We 

would also like to welcome our 

community  to  see  what   Sharon 

is all about in January. Please con-

sider inviting a family member, 

friend, or neighbor to  Sharon dur-

ing the month of January. We will 

have printed invitations in the bul-

letins  that  you  can  use   for  this  

purpose. Join with us as we start 

off 2012 and engage with Christ by 

inviting   others  to   see   what  all  

the excitement is about at Sharon 

Lutheran! 

 

Engage with Christ 

24/7 Service Opportunity 
 

Come and lend a hand on Saturday, 
January 21st at St. Joseph’s Social 
Care and Thrift Store (formerly 
known as St. Vincent de Paul).  We 
will be sorting donations and helping 
with a variety of tasks in the food 
pantry and thrift store between the 
hours of 9:00 am and 2:00 pm. 
 

St. Joseph’s Social Care provides 
assistance to individuals and families in need, offering basic necessi-
ties such as food, clothing and household items, and providing pro-
grams for transitional housing, emergency assistance, transportation 
and more. 
 

Just as Jesus came to serve, we too, can serve and bless others.  
Please sign up in the narthex for the time slot that works best for 
you, and join others from the community of Sharon as we Engage 
with Christ! 
 

If you have questions, please contact Shari Breiland at 
701-739-5595 or sharibreiland@gra.midco.net. 

                        

    mission fields in NORTH DAKOTA   … 

                                    is our topic for Sunday morning 

                                            discovery forums in January! 
 

 

 

Jesus said:  “The harvest is plentiful but the work-
ers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvests, therefore, 
to send our workers into his harvest field.”   

                                                                        Matthew 10:37-38  
 
Beginning January 8th YOU are invited to join others 

on Sunday morning at 10:20am in the Sanctuary to learn  

and converse about our challenge as people of mission engaging 

with Christ in both faraway lands and within the Eastern North 

Dakota Synod.   Our guests and topics each week will be neigh-

bors and friends who are making a difference in the lives of others 

both locally and globally.  In the discussion and journey together 

we will discover more about how we can join in mission both indi-

vidually and as a congregation.   Find your coffee in South Hall and 

join others in the Sanctuary.  Special guests will be announced each 

week!  Each Forum will last about 45 minutes. 

Saturday, 

Feb. 4th, 2012 

A Night of 

New Orleans 

Cuisine  

Look for more 

information in weekly 

bulletins and the 

February Newsletter. 

Please save the date, and 

plan to attend. 

mailto:sharibreiland@gra.midco.net


PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Executive Director                  Kristi Hall-Jiran               kristi@cviconline.org                        701-795-8638 

Assistant Ex. Director              Doug Runyan                 dougr@valley-truck.com                   701-739-0119 

Assistant Ex. Director              Norm Dutot                 dutotn@gra.midco.net                       701-740-0668 

Treasurer                                Mark Nelson                 mnelson@alerusmail.com      746-6440 or 795-3330 

Board of Church in Society      Cheryl Nyhlen                cheryl@nyhlen.com                           218-779-0247. 

Board of Education                  Sara Peters                     sarapeters@mail.und.nodak.edu         701-610-9440 

Board of Evangelism                 Pat Carter                     ndcarters@yahoo.com                       701-740-7971 

Board of Lay Ministry               Ray Pollard                    sydneypollard127@gmail.com             701-746-4112 

Board of Parish Fellowship        Mary Adams                  mka@gra.midco.net              739-5520 or 772-4936 

Board of Property                    Leon Fjestad                                                                          701-740-5034 

Board of Property                    Todd Thingelstad            kthingelstad@minnkota.com              218-791-7303 

Board of Public Relations          Deanna Carlson-Zink     deannac@undfoundation.org              701-740-4582 

Board of Stewardship               Karen Thingelstad         kthingelstad@minnkota.com 

Board of Youth                        Carol Hagen                                                                           701-740-1297 

Board of Ministry for Women    Jan Nelson                    mnelson@gra.midco.net                    701-746-6440 

MONEY MATTERS 
 

Thank you for your continued financial support as together we grow in faith, love and obedience to the will of God. 

Staff and leaders of Sharon are responsible stewards of all the resources of this congregation.  We appreciate the care 

and concern that has been shown by many as we are moving to become a stronger and healthier community of faith. 

The challenges are many, but the blessings are greater.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular, sustained giving – Simply Giving provides an opportunity for people of faith to give regularly, proportionately 

and first to God (first fruits). Your financial gifts can be made to Sharon Lutheran through an electronic transfer of 

funds. Currently, 224 households use Simply Giving to give over $29,000.00 each month. This is a wonderful way to 

grow in consistent faithful offering and it is a blessing to the ministry of the church in its reliability. Forms are available in 

the church office or you may sign-up on our website www.sharonlutheran.org  

   November Actual  YTD Actual 

  2011 2011 

November YTD Gifts for Current Operating  61,599.78 799,942.40 

Youth Gifts 13,472.75 99,639.42 

Designated Gifts 1,883.43 37,824.99 

Total 76,955.96 937,406.81 

     

November YTD Operating Expenses/Debt Service 77,967.89 839,802.50 

Youth Expenses 2,172.58 77,381.89 

Designated Expenditures 4,246.76 32,876.24 

Total 84,387.23 950,060.63 

     

Difference ($7,431.27) ($12,653.82) 

     

Our 2011 Annual Budget is $1,168,494.00 



Executive Committee: Kristi Hall-Jiran, Executive Director 

 We look forward to welcoming Pastor Ronsberg on Febru-

ary 14th, her first day at Sharon. We have established a 

“welcome committee” and they are working on creative 

and fun ways to introduce Pastor Ronsberg to Sharon and 

the community of Grand Forks. We thank Fred Wittmann 

for chairing this committee! 
 

 We reviewed quarterly audit reports from the Sharon 

audit committee at our December executive committee 

meeting  
 

 An endowment committee has been formed with Pastor 

Mark heading it up 
 

 We have asked the Board of Lay Ministry begin the pro-

cess of establishing our next call committee  
 

 As always, we appreciate your feedback, concerns, and 

advice and consider it a privilege to serve! 
 

Evangelism: Pat Carter, Director 

 New Member Orientation will be held Sun., Jan. 22 from 

3 to 4:30.  If you are interested in becoming a new mem-

ber and have not already been contacted, please call the 

office. New member Sunday is Feb. 5 and Wed. Feb. 8.  
 

Church in Society: Cheryl Nyhlen, Director 
 

Lay Ministry: Ray Pollard, Director 
 

Public Relations: Deanna Carlson-Zink, Director 
 

Church Properties: Leon Fjestad & Todd Thingelstad, Co-

Directors 
 

Youth: Carol Hagen, Director. 
 

Parish Fellowship: Mary Adams, Director 
 

Stewardship: Karen Thingelstad, Director 
 

Christian Education: Sara Peters, Director 

Board Highlights 

Altar Paraments 

In Memory of: Irene Walsh, by Leon & Avis Fjestad, 

Larry & Kay Roch, Ardell & Fern Bunde, Ken & Kathy 

Johnson;  Loren Bergsrud, by Norman & Ruby Seig 
 

Memorial Fund 

In Memory of: Yvonne Gilbertson, by Bob Gilbert-

son;  Father of Paul Andre, by Rachael & Randy 

Puttbrese 
 

Higher Ground 

In Memory of:  Rod Shroyer’s mother, by Rachael 

& Randy Puttbrese 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

BAPTISMS 
 

11-23-11  Lauren Elizabeth Herman, child of  

Michael & Sara Herman 
 

12-04-11  Kooper Christian Kuntz, child of  

Michael & Tanya Kuntz 
 

12-11-11  Lydiah Joy Miller, child of Andrew 

& Angella Miller  

 

12-11-11  Caysen Allen Fincher, child of 

Brady Fincher & Miranda Leblanc 
 

 

 

MARRIAGES 

11-19-11  Michael Hedlund & Kari Budge 

12-02-11  Larry Nord & Marcia Gillespie 

12-03-11  Dustin Yoney & Ashley Hayes 

12-17-11  Quinn Long & Kayla Jo Berntson 
 

 

 

BURIALS 

12-22-11 Carol Gilbraith 

PASTORAL ACTS 

SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER 
GROUP 

 

Come and join the prayer group Sunday 

mornings in the church library from 

8:30 - 8:50 as we pray for the ministry 

and the people of Sharon. 
 

"For where two or three gather in my name, 

there am I with them." 
    Matthew 18:30 



“Welcome to Baptism” Orientation 
 

If you are planning a baptism in your family, (scheduled or not yet sched-

uled), plan to come to a one-hour orientation called “Welcome to Baptism” 

on Sunday, Jan. 8th at 2:30 pm.  The class will be held in the Lounge, so 

please enter the church at door #1. 
 

The class will continue to be offered on a monthly basis. To register for 

the class, please call the church office by Friday before the class at 
772-3122; email the church office – office@sharonlutheran.org; or 

speak to one of the pastors.  Sponsors, if available, are welcome to 

come in addition to parents. 
 

The class is designed to answer questions about baptism, including: 

 What is baptism? 

 When should baptism occur? 

 How do I go about setting up a baptism? 

 What happens at the service of baptism? 

 What is my role as a parent, sponsor, or family member 

      of the baptized? 

 What are the life-long implications of baptism? 
 

If you have any questions about this class, please speak to one of the 

pastors. 

Giving Opportunity  
From Board of Church in Society 

 

Food Cupboard 
A reminder to all that the first Sunday and Wednes-

day of each month you are invited to bring a canned or packaged 
food item for our local food cupboard.  Look for the shopping 
cart in the back of the church to contribute your food item. 

Sharon Lutheran 
Book Group 

Tuesday, Jan. 3rd at 7 p.m. 
Rose of Sharon Lounge 

 

 Join us once or many times. 
We enjoy conversation and 

fellowship, sometimes challenging 
ourselves and almost always 

having fun!  For more info contact 
Shannon Hansen @ 775-3623. 

 

Jan. 3rd - The Noticer: Some-
times, all a person needs is a little 
perspective,  by Andy Andrews 
 

Feb. 7th - Pride and Prejudice, by 
  Jane Austen 
 

Mar. 6th - The Year of Living Bib-
lically: One Man’s Humble Quest 
to Follow the Bible as Literally as 
Possible, by A. J. Jacobs 

WEDNESDAY AM BIBLE STUDY 
 

This weekly Bible Study, led by Pastor John,  delves into the Bible for study and discussion.  The 

format for our fall study includes a look at the appointed scripture readings for the coming week.  It 

will be an opportunity to become familiar with these texts before they are read in worship and to 

recognize the themes that are presented in our weekly lectionary readings.  We may even raise in-
sights that will weave their way into the sermon for the coming week! 

    Everyone is welcome to join in the study (even if you weren’t part of a Wednesday study be-

fore).  The hour-long study begins at 9:45 AM each Wednesday in the South Hall.  The coffee pot is 

always on and quite often snacks make their way into the room as well.   Come and be renewed by 

our biblical study! 

The Golden Age Club 
January 13 – 2:00 PM 

 

The Golden Age Club will first meet in 
this new year on Friday, January 13th at 
2:00 PM in the South Hall of the 
church.  Never mind that we begin 
our new year gatherings on Friday the 
13th.  We throw superstition and cau-
tion to the wind and step boldly into 
the future!  In January our church year 
focuses on Epiphany, how the wise 
men brought gifts from afar for the 
Christ child and how the good news of 
the Christ child was meant for all the 
earth.  We will focus on this planet 
earth by looking at some of the abso-
lutely amazing video footage of the 
earth and its creatures from the BBC 
production called Planet Earth.  Come 
for a fun and informative afternoon!  
To top it off, Shirley Christian and 
Bernell Bachmeier will bring some 
treats.  

Could You Do Better With Your Money? 
 

Financial Peace University will be offered at Sharon Lutheran Mondays 
from 6:30-8:30pm in the Celebration Hall beginning January 16th. The 

course will run for 13 weeks. You can sign up in the office, 
or email bjiran@gfschools.org or go to 

daveramsey.com and look for the Sharon FPU class. Cost for material 
and lifetime membership is $93.00 payable to Sharon Lutheran Church, 

or you can order the materials online through our class registration.  
Couples can share a kit. A short preview will be held after10:30 service  

on January 15th in the Celebration Hall. 



The deadline to submit articles for the 

 newsletter is the 15th of  the month. 

Did you know… 

Valley Memorial Homes 

operates     five      living 

facilities on three cam-

puses?  Valley Eldercare 

Center, a transitional 

care and skilled nursing facility is located 

near Altru Health System at 2900 14th Ave-

nue South; Tufte Manor, an assisted living 

and basic care facility is located  at  3300  

Cherry  Street  and  the  4000  Valley 

Square complex which provides a full con-

tinuum of care from Country Estates, an 

independent living facility, to assisted living 

at Wheatland Terrace, to skilled nursing at 

Woodside Village.  For more information 

visit our website at www.valleymemorial.org 

or call Sue at 787-7984. 

 
What does this mean for you as a member of Sha-
ron Lutheran Church?  Well, we are joining to-
gether with Lions to “Change Lives, One Pair At A 
Time”.  
 
Used and abandoned eyeglasses that you no longer 
use may change another person’s life, so if you can 
Spare a Pair, Please Share!  A collection box has 
been placed in the church entrance to accept pre-
scription and reading glasses, sunglasses and plastic 
and metal frames.  Children’s glasses are especially 
needed.  These glasses will be channeled and  pre-
pared for mission use and be given to needy peo-
ple at no charge. You could help a child to read, an 
adult to succeed in his job or a senior to be able to 
maintain their independence.  Be the change you 
want to see in the world: 

Spare a Pair and 
Show You Care! 

 

Collection will be ongoing in the church entry. 
Submitted by the Board of Church In Society. 

Interested in joining a Circle Bible Study? 
Monthly meeting/Study 

Call Jan @ 746-6440 for more information. 

 

Ministry with Women 
Circles Meet in January 

Sarah Circle 
Meets once a month on a 

Wednesday afternoon. 
     Watch for details. 

Elizabeth Circle 
Jan. 17 

Hostess: Sherryl Weisenberger 
335 N. 50th St 

Hannah Circle 
Jan. 17 
7:00pm 

Hostess: Pat Carter 

 Mary-Martha Circle 
Jan. 17 

9:00am-meet at the church 
Hostess: Bev Kinzler/Elaine Carlson 

Rachel Circle 
Jan. 17 
1:30pm 

Hostess: Carol Guntzburger 
1519 S. 15th St  

Meals on Wheels  

Volunteers Needed 
 

Help to end senior hunger with 

Meals on Wheels!  
 

The Grand Forks Senior Center Meals on 
Wheels program is in desperate need  

of volunteer drivers for any day of  

the week. Please contact Paulla Solem at 

701-757-2006 or 

mow@gfseniorcenter.org.  

This service opportunity only takes  

1 - 1 1/2 hours at a time. Must have a valid 

driver's license and your own  

transportation. Thank you!  

Spring Lutheran Marriage Encounter  

Weekends in Minnesota 
 

Feb. 10-12 in Brooklyn Center 

Mar. 23-25 in Duluth 

May 4-6 in Walker. 
 

Please register several weeks in advance.   

For more information, contact Dick & Judy 

Dehnel at 952-432-3105, Pete & Phyllis 

McMahon at 763-561-1575 or visit-

www.godlovesmarriage.org 

http://www.valleymemorial.org
mailto:mow@gfseniorcenter.org
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January 2012 News 

from the director... 

    STORIES TO SHARE... 

A Story about 
Middle School Ministry... 
We celebrated a tremendous first half with a 
4G Christmas Party in the youth room down-
stairs.  What a blessing to have so many mid-
dle school students taking part in this weekly 
program!  The thing that is so meaningful to 
me is that these students choose to be here, 
spending time with their friends, playing 
games, and having fun! 
I am so thankful to work alongside Jacki Lund, 
Karen Molmen, and Paul Plutowski, faithful 
leaders who care deeply for these young      
people.  Every Wednesday night, we give away 
“random prizes of the week” to students who 
best exemplify our four G’s: Gather, Grow, and 
Go with God.  As the weeks have gone on, it’s 
been harder and harder to pick just four      
students, because we have so many awesome 
examples! 
 

  Dave Berger,  Middle School Ministries 

A Story about 
High School Ministry… 
We had our second annual Christmas party 
for Re:New 9 and 10+, but this year we added 
wearing our craziest Christmas sweaters. It 
was an awesome ending to this year of great 
ministry and allowed  
the youth to show off their humor. We 
 all enjoyed a fashion show of sweaters, 
Christmas carol charades, and as always, 
yummy food!   As I reflect on this year I am so 
grateful for the youth and the 
relationships we have formed. It is such  
a blessing to see them  feeling at home when 
they come for weekly ministries, able to talk 
with each other and pray  
without judgment from others. I am  
excited to dive into this new year to see new 
faces and more great times with  
our youth! Happy New Year! 
 

Stephanie Bauer, High School Ministries 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

in the beginning with God. All things came into 

being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being 

in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. –John 1 

When I read these words I get a great sense of 

comfort and hope. Christmas is the season we 

celebrate the good news, God sending Jesus into 

our world. What follows Christmas in the church 

is the season of Epiphany. I think Epiphany 

might easily be overlooked. Epiphany begins on 

January 6th and continues through to Ash 

Wednesday. In this season we gather in hope and 

joy as God’s people showered in a light no dark-

ness can overcome. In this season of light we 

remember how in our baptism God’s presence is 

light within each one of us. Think of those Bap-

tismal words…”Let your light shine before oth-

ers so they will see your good works and give 

glory to God”. Where might you be called to 

share God’s light into the world? How will you 

make sure this Epiphany season does not go 

overlooked?       God’s peace, Rachael    

Let us do the cooking!  

A la Carte  
 

Runningé.running...running... That is a typical Wednesday night.  Let us help 

you out!  Come and enjoy a meal right here at church.  Our A la Carte  meal is   

designed for families and individuals who are on the go.  The following items 

will always be available for purchase: peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, 

chips, apples, carrots & ranch, candy, milk, and pop. On a rotating basis, we 

will also offer sloppy joes, pizza by the slice, and taco in a bag.   

 
 

A La Carte is Wednesdays, 5:00 ñ6:30 p.m. South Hall  
 

 January Menu:  

   January 4 ~ Pizza  

              January 11 ~ Taco in a Bag 

              January 18 ~ Sloppy Joes  

              January 25 ~ Pizza  

         

 

GOT 
STOCK? 

 

Coming...  

Sunday,  
January 15  

 

Now Serving:  

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES 



 
                    SHINE!              
 
 

 
Shine! is our weekly 

music ministry 
for 3

rd
, 4

th
, and 5

th
 graders.  

Shine! meets in the 
choir room on Wednesdays 

from 5:15-5:45 p.m. 
No registration is needed. 

 

We look forward to  
seeing you there! 

3-4-5 ALIVE!  
 
 

A weekly program for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders to gather 

together in community for Bible learning fun through  

stories, games, food, and friends.  

We meet on Sunday afternoons from 3:45-4:45 pm in the 

Living Room (lower level).  Join us and be part of  

3-4-5 ALIVE!  
Friends are always welcome!  

 

   3-4-5 Alive! will meet on  

    January 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th  

GRADES 3,4,5 NEWS 

 
 

 BRIGHT LIGHTS!  

 
  

Bright Lights is our weekly 
music ministry for kindergarten, 

1
st
, and 2

nd
 graders. 

Bright Lights meets in the 
choir room on Wednesdays 

from 4:45-5:15 p.m. 
No registration is needed. 

 

We look forward  
to seeing you there! 

MORE JANUARY NEWS 

FAITH FORMATION MINI STRIES 

 Sharon Lutheran Giving Tree: 

Sponsored by Faith Formation 

Ministries 
 

19 families in our community received gifts 

from the Sharon Lutheran Giving Tree. 

Over 110 individual gifts were provided by 

all of you.  Thank you all for 

your generosity!  May God 

continue to bless your generous 

hearts and watch over these 

families in the coming year. 
 

                       Thank you! 

 
            BY GRACE 
 

 
By Grace is our weekly 

music/drama ministry for  
6th, 7th, and 8th graders. 

By Grace meets in the 
choir room on Wednesdays 

from 4:00-4:45 p.m. 
No registration is needed.   

 

We look forward to  
seeing you there! 

CHURCH SCHOOL OFFERING 
 

Church School Students should have received 
offering envelopes on the first day of class. If your 
child did not bring home envelopes, please ask their        
teacher for a packet of envelopes or stop by the 
Faith Formation Offices. Weekly offering is just one 
of the many ways children learn to share their 
blessings with others. 50% of monies collected in 
January and February will be given to 
support  
Feed My Starving Children. 
 
 

        Mark your calendars for the 
        Feed My Starving Children 
    Mobile Pack event, taking place 

  
 
 
 

 

 

All families are invited to  

Family Fun Night on  

Sunday, January 22nd 

from 5:00 until 6:30 p.m. 
 

We will have fun, learn together, and share 

a family -friendly meal!  



 MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

FAITH FORMATION MINI STRIES— JANUARY 2012  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Saturday, February 25th, 2012  

Buena Vista Ski Area ~ Bemidji, Minnesota 

Depart - 7:30 a.m.  Return - 7:30 p.m. 

Cost: $45  
         If you need to rent skis/snowboard/snowtube,  

         or want a lesson, those prices are as follows: 
 

$15 ski rental    $25 snowboard rental 

     $10 ski or snowboard lesson  

      $10 snowtubing (2 hours) 
 

Bring along money for lunch and supper. 

Your friends are welcome! 
 

Bring rental and lesson money on the day of the event. 

Please sign up in the 

Faith Formation offices 

by Sunday, February 5th! 

($45 payment due at sign-up) 

Confirmation Notes... 
 

Confirmation continues to meet weekly on      

Wednesday nights from 7:15 - 8:15 p.m. 
 

 January 4th, 11th, and 18th 
 

Wednesday, January 25th 

     City Wide Confirmation 

          at Chester Fritz Auditorium from 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 

Watch for special information about Lent in the mail! 

We’re continuing to get ready 

for next summer’s mission trip! 

We will meet as a group (all middle school mission trip 

participants) on Sunday, January 8th from 

11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. in the Rose of Sharon Lounge. 

Parents, please join us 

from 12:30 - 12:45 p.m. 

4G 

4G is a weekly 

gathering of young 
people in grades 6-8 on 
Wednesdays from 8:15 
- 9:00 p.m. in the youth 
room (lower level).  
We  
will play games,  
eat, have fun, and  
grapple with 
questions middle 
schoolers ask about 
family, friends, and faith.  Bring your friends  
and take the 4G Challenge!! 

    January 4G Schedule: 

January 4 January 11 
January 18 



CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS...  

 

January 8 Mission trip meetings for: 

 Middle School (students at 11:45 a.m., 

 parents at 12:30 p.m.) and High School 

 (students and parents at 12:00 p.m.) 
 

January 15 Youth Stock Sales Kick-Off 
 

January 18 Youth Stock sales 
 

January 22 Youth Stock sales 
 

January 25 City Wide Confirmation at Chester Fritz; 

       Youth Stock sales; NO 4G, Re:New9, or 10+ 
 

January 29 Youth Stock phone calls 

 CONTACT US 

Rachael Puttbrese, 772-3122 ext. 208 

Director of Faith Formation Ministries 

 rputtbrese@sharonlutheran.org 

  

Ann Shallman, 772-3122 ext. 207 

Faith Formation Administrator 

 ashallman@sharonlutheran.org 

  

Carmen Sorenson, 772-3122 ext. 209 

Faith Formation Administrator 

 carvidson@sharonlutheran.org 

  

Dave Berger, 772-3122 ext. 209 

Faith Formation Ministries Associate 

 dberger@sharonlutheran.org 

 

Stephanie Bauer 

Faith Formation Ministries Associate 

  

       Something More 
  High School Bible Study  

See you Sunday, January 15th from 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  Remember to bring your Bible!   

Attention 10 -12th Graders! RE:NEW10+  
meets Wednesday nights from 9-10pm pm in the TP lounge. Come 
hang out, play games and talk with friends who are going through the 
same things you are. 
 

Schedule:  
January 4 : Board Games and Brownies!! 
 

January 11: Pay it forward  
 

January 18: Suit up for Sledding :)  
 

January 25: City Wide @ 7, 
(No Re:New10+;  youôre welcome to 
join us at the Chester Fritz  
from 7:00 - 8:30  p.m.)  
 

   THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO  
      PURCHASED WREATHS!!  

   It is fun to share the Christmas spirit 
          while supporting the youth 
             at Sharon Lutheran. 

FAITH FORMATION MINI STRIES 

Attention 9th 
Graders!  

RE:NEW9 meets 
Wednesdays from 8:15-9 pm in the 
TP lounge. Come join us for games, 
movies and talking. Bring a friend! 

Schedule:  

January 4: Board Games and Brownies!! 
 

January 11: Pay it Forward 
 

January 18: Suit up for Sledding :) 
 

January 25: City Wide @ 7  

                         (no Re:New9) 

RE:NEW9

High School News 

 

ELCA YOUTH  

GATHERING 

2012  
 

Meeting Sunday, January 8th at 12:00 pm 

for youth & parents. Youth: please plan to 

stay until 1:00 p.m. Parents: your portion of the 

meeting should last approximately 30 minutes. 
Light snacks will be provided.  



JANUARY 2012  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

1  Food Cupboard Sunday 
 
 

NEW YAERõS DAY 
 

10:30am 
Traditional worship 

 
 
 
 
 

NO Youth Activities 
NO Church School 

2 
 

Church Offices 
Closed 

 
 
 

3 
NO Faithfully Fit 
 

6:00pm  
De-decorate the 

Church  
 
6:30apm Board of 
   Education Social 
   followed by 
7:00pm Board of 
   Education Meeting 
 
7:00pm  Sharon Book 
   Club 

4   8:30am Faithfully Fit 
9:45am Bible Study 
 

4:00pm By Grace 
4:45pm Bright Lights 
5:15pm Shine 
 
 

5:00pm Al a carte 
 
 

5:15 & 6:15 pm Church 
School 
 
 

6:15pm Worship 
 

7:00pm Senior Choir 
 

7:15pm Gr. 6-9 Confirm 
 

8:15pm 4G 
8:15pm Renew 9 
9:00pm Renew 10+ 

5 
5:30pm Faithfully Fit 

 
 

7:00pm 
Board of Church in 

Society 
 
 
 

 

6 
 
 

7 
 
 

8   
9:00am 

Traditional worship 
 
 

9:00 & 10:30am 
Contemporary worship 

 
 

9:30 & 11:00am 
Church School 

10:20am Adult Forum in 
    the Sanctuary 
11:45 Middle Sch Mission 
Trip Mtg-youth & 12:30 
    with parents 
12:00 High Sch Mission 
Trip mtg-youth & parents 
2:30pm Welcome to 
   Baptism class 
3:45pm 3-4-5 Alive! 

9 
 
8:30am Faithfully Fit 
 
 

10 
 
5:30pm Faithfully Fit 

 
5:15pm Board of 

  Evangelism 
 
 

5:30pm 
Board of Youth social 

followed by  
6:00pm Meeting 

 

11 
8:30am Faithfully Fit 
9:45am Bible Study 
4:00pm By Grace 
4:45pm Bright Lights 
5:15pm Shine 
 

5:00pm Al a carte 
 
 

5:15 & 6:15 pm Church 
School 
 

6:15pm Worship  
7:00pm Senior Choir 
7:15pm Gr. 6-9 Confirm 
8:15pm 4G 
8:15pm Renew 9 
9:00pm Renew 10+ 

12 
 

9:00am Quilting 
 

5:30pm Faithfully Fit 
 
 

 

6:30pm Bd of Lay 
   Ministry 
 

6:30pm Bd of Parish 
   Fellowship 
 

7:00pm Bd of Church 
   Properties 
 

7:00pm Board of 
   Stewardship 

 
 

13 
 
 
 

2:00pm 
Golden Age Club 

14 
 
 
 

15      
 

9:00am 
Traditional worship 

 
 

9:00 & 10:30am 
Contemporary worship 

 
 

9:30 & 11:00am 
Church School 

 
10:20am Adult Forum in 
   the Sanctuary 

 
 

3:45pm 3-4-5 Alive! 
6:30pm High School 
   òSomething Moreó 
 

Youth Stock Sales begin 

16 
 
Martin Luther King 

Day 
Church Offices 

Closed 
 
 

 
8:30am Faithfully Fit 
 

 
 

Deadline for 
February 

Newsletter Articles 

17 
9:00am Mary Martha 
   Circle 
1:30pm Rachel Circle 
 
5:30pm Faithfully Fit 
 
7:00pm Hannah Circle 

 
 
 
 

18   8:30am Faithfully Fit 
9:45am Bible Study 
4:00pm By Grace 
4:45pm Bright Lights 
5:15pm Shine 
 

5:00pm Al a carte 
 
 

5:15 & 6:15 pm Church 
School 
 

6:15pm Worship  
7:00pm Senior Choir 
7:15pm Gr. 6-9 Confirm 
8:15pm 4G 
8:15pm Renew 9 
9:00pm Renew 10+ 

19    
10:00am Prayer Shawl 
    Ministry 

 
5:30pm Faithfully Fit 
 

6:00pm 
Parish Planning 

Council 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22                

                                  9:00am 
Traditional worship 

 
 

9:00 & 10:30am 
Contemporary worship 

 

9:30 & 11:00am 
Church School 

 
 

10:20am Adult Forum in 
   the Sanctuary 
3:00pm New Member 
   Orientation 
3:45pm 3-4-5 Alive! 
5:00pm Family Fun Night 
 

 

 

23 
 
8:30am Faithfully Fit 
 
 

24 
 

 
 
5:30pm Faithfully Fit 
 
7:00pm Board of 
   Public Relations 

25   8:30am Faithfully Fit 
9:45am Bible Study 
 

4:00pm By Grace 
4:45pm Bright Lights 
5:15pm Shine 
5:00pm Al a carte 
 

5:15 & 6:15 pm Church 
   School 
6:15pm Worship 
7:00pm Senior Choir 
7:00pm Gr. 6-9 City wide 
Confirm @ Chester Fritz 
NO 4G 
NO Renew 9 
NO Renew 10+ 

26 
 
5:30pm Faithfully Fit 

27 
 
 
 

28 
 
9:00am Quilting 
 
 

29           9:00am 
Traditional worship 

 
 

9:00 & 10:30am 
Contemporary worship 

 

9:30 & 11:00am Church 
School 

 

10:20am Adult Forum in 
   the Sanctuary 

 

3:45pm 3-4-5 Alive! 
 
4:00pm Youth Stock Calls 
 

30 
8:30am Faithfully Fit 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

31 
 
 

5:30pm Faithfully Fit 
 

 

    

Community Meetings 
AA Noonday-12 noon  M W-F 
AA Unity-8:00pm-Mon. & Thurs. 
AA Primary Purpose 8:00pm-Tues. 
AA Women-9:00 am-Sat 
AA Serenity-11:00 am-Sat 
AL-ANON-8:00 pm-Mon 
AL-ANON-primary purpose 8:00 pm-Tues 
Overeaters-5:00pm Mon. & 10:30am Sat. 
Gamblers Anonymous ïThurs & Sun. @ 7:00pm 
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Custodian ....................................................................................................................................... Dan Kuzel  
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Join us for Worship 
 

Sunday 
9:00am Traditional 

9:00 & 10:30am Contemporary 
 

Wednesday 
6:15pm Contemporary Worship 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday  8:30am to 5:00pm 


