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Lutheran Church | Grand Forks, ND September 2024 
This month: 

¶ Blessing of the Back-

packs 

¶ Church School Kick-

off 

¶ Fall Congregational 

Meeting 

 

Join us for in-person 

worship! 

Sunday mornings at 

9:00 am in the Sanc-

tuary, and 10:30 am 

in Celebration Hall.  

 

Wednesday evenings 

in Celebration Hall 

beginning at 6:00 pm 

 

 

 

Out of town for the 

weekend? 

 

Join us on YouTube 

each Sunday. 

I want to invite you to join us for 

worship. This summer I have been 

doing a sermon series on how all of 

us are created for a life of worship. 

Worship is an important part of the 

life of a disciple. It is a rehearsal for 

daily life. All are welcome to worship 

at Sharon Lutheran Church. Worship 

gathers us as one body, invites us to 

hear God's Word, leads us to expe-

rience God's grace in baptism and com-

munion, and then sends us out to en-

gage and serve the world. 

It wonõt be long until we start our 

Fall worship schedule. On Sunday, Sep-

tember 8th we will begin having one ser-

vice in the Sanctuary at 9:00 am and 

one service in the Celebration Hall at 

10:30 every Sunday, except for on 

some special occasions where there 

may be more or less services. We will 

also go back to livestreaming both ser-

vices online each Sunday. And then on 

Wednesdays we will continue to have 

one service in the Celebration Hall at 

6:00. 

With this change I know there can 

be disappointment. Itõs not disappoint-

ment of change, itõs the disappointment 

of loss.  Some will miss their previous 

worship time or space, and Iõm sor-

ry. I sympathize with your loss. But I 

hope that you will be able to find a 

worship time and space that works for 

you here at Sharon. 

Let me explain why we decided to 

go with this new schedule. At Sharon 

we want to do the best that we can in 

all of our worship services and minis-

tries. And we have a talented staff and 

group of volunteers who lead our wor-

ship services. I hope for people to grow 

in faith and for our church to grow in 

mission. There are three things that we 

want to strive for in our worship ser-

vices to achieve this growth.  

First, we want our ministries to res-

onate with what the Holy Spirit is doing 

in peopleõs lives. What is God up to and 

how can our worship services equip 

people to be a part of it.  

Second, we want to have vitality in 

Possibilitiesñcontinued on Page 2 
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all of our worship services. A sense of 

life and worship, wonder, grace and wel-

come. God is alive and active in our 

church and lives and our worship ser-

vices should reflect that. 

Third, we want to have variety in our 

worship services. We are not looking at 

changing our worship services from what 

they currently are. The style of worship 

in each space will remain the same. What 

you love and value will be there, but 

there are also opportunities for more 

variety with-in those styles of worship 

that resonate with what God is doing 

and adds more vitality to the services. 

As you may know, this summer we 

made a change in our staff. Primarily go-

ing from a three clergy model to two 

clergy along with losing two other staff 

members. We feel that having two ser-

vices on Sunday and one service on 

Wednesday would be the best way to 

achieve resonance, vitality, and variety in 

our worship services in our current staff-

ing model. This schedule allows us as a 

staff and church to put our best efforts 

into both services on a Sunday morning 

and Wednesday evening and make them 

the best that they can be. It opens up 

more possibilities and resources to be 

used in planning and leading worship ser-

vices. And also, in other areas on Sunday 

morning and throughout the week.  In-

stead of two ministers writing sermons 

every week, it frees up one to be doing 

other ministry, including possibly on Sun-

day mornings. 

We are excited about what God is 

up to and how we can continue the tra-

ditions of our church and grow in faith 

and mission. If you have any questions 

about our fall worship schedule, please 

contact me. I would love to hear from 

you. And I invite you to join us for wor-

ship, education, service, and fellowship 

this fall. Either at 9:00 am in the Sanctu-

ary or 10:30 am in Celebration Hall or 

6:00 pm on Wednesdays. 

Deacon Jamie Travers,  

Lead Rostered Minister 

Possibilitiesñcontinued from Page 1 

Sharon Lutheran Bazaar!  
Saturday, Nov. 2ndñ9:00am to 12:00pm 

We need YOU to help make it a success! 
To make our bazaar successful, we are asking ALL 

FAMILIES to contribute baked goods.  
Volunteers are also needed the day of the event. Watch for signup 

sheets and other signage in the narthex in October.  
Contact Mary with any questions at 701-739-5520. 
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Women of Sharon 
The Women of Sharon invite 

you to join one of our Circles 

and/or attend our monthly 

WELCA Board meetings:  

 

Hannah Circle (Gather magazine 

Bible study & Service Projects) 

meets the SECOND Monday of 

each month at 4:00pm at SLC in 

the Lounge. Contact:  Karen 

Axvig, 701 -610-1056 

 

Mary Circle (Gather magazine 

Bible Study) meets the THIRD 

Tuesday of each month at 1:00pm 

in a memberõs home. Con-

tact:  Ruth Thorson, 701 -775-

2706 

 

Sarah Circle  (Gather magazine 

Bible Study) meets the THIRD 

Wednesday of each month at 

1:30pm at SLC in South Hall. Con-

tact:  Jeannie Sollom, 218-779-

8646 

 

Rachel Circle  (Gather magazine 

Bible Study) meets the THIRD 

Wednesday of each month at 

1:30pm at SLC in basement. Con-

tact:  Yvonne Nelson 701 -746-

9272 

 

Esther Circle (Book/Bible study 

format) Meeting dates will vary, 

text Emilie for info. Contact:  Emi-

lie DeKrey 701 -388-8355 

 

Deborah Circle (Currently fo-

cusing on studying women of the 

Bible) meets the LAST Monday of 

each month at 7:00pm at SLC in 

the Lounge. Contact:  Heather 

Peters, 701 -429-7087 

WELCA Fall Convention 

at Sharon Lutheran 

Church: Sunday, Septem-

ber 28. We need help 

serving breakfast and pre-

paring lunch! Sign up 

sheets will be at the Wel-

come Center. Questions? 

Call Mary, 701-739-5520 

Pre-register NOW for the Fall WELCA Convention that we are 

hosting at Sharon on Saturday, September 28. The event begins 

that day at 8 am with coffee and breakfast. The day will include a 

keynote speaker, Cynthia Shabb from Global Friends, Gwen Ed-

wards of the National WELCA Executive Board, and our very own 

Deacon Jamie Travers presiding at our worship service. This is also 

the day that the WELCA Synodical Board holds their annual meet-

ing and this year there will also be vendors and service projects 

throughout the day. Please join usΗ 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
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