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"May is the month of expectation, the month of wish-

es, the month of hope." – Unknown 

The month of May is a time of endings and a time 

of beginnings.  Another school year ends as summer 

vacation begins. Winter melts into spring and the 

snow disappears as tulips break through the ground 

and start to grow.  When thinking about what to 

write in the May newsletter, I thought back to March 

when I wrote about how March comes in like a lion 

and out like a lamb.  Then I read what Pastor Ta-

wanda wrote in the April newsletter about April 

Showers, and I jokingly thought maybe I should keep 

the weather theme going for May.  I googled May say-

ings and I came across the quote that I shared above. 

“May is the month of expectation, the month of wish-

es, the month of hope.”  It is unknown who said it 

but I think it’s true. 

Whether you are a student or someone who is 

looking forward to the summer and vacation or 

someone who is graduating and looking forward to 

the future.  Or perhaps something else is ending for 

you and you are looking forward with hope.  What 

are you wishing for?  What are you hoping for? 

I am looking forward to Vacation Bible School, 

and vacation time in August.  And I am excited about 

the summer worship series that we are preparing for 

this summer.  More information to come on that 

soon!   

Whatever it is that you are wishing for and hop-

ing for I hope it comes true!  And if it doesn’t, I re-

mind you to place your hope in the source of true 

hope, Jesus Christ.  It’s alright to hope for earthly 

things, but God doesn’t promise that the weather will 

always be nice or that we will catch that large Wall-

eye that we always wanted to catch or that the mos-

quitos will never be biting.  God doesn’t promise a 

perfect summer or a perfect life.  But God does 

promise eternal life and an abundant life with Jesus.  

Our hope in Christ gives us a future and something 

to look forward to.  Hope in Jesus gets us through 

the hot, mosquito infested hard times in life.  The 

summer sun and the sounds of birds and the beautiful 

flowers remind us of that. 

As you go about your summer and as you make 

plans and wishes for what it will be like.  I hope that 

you know that God is with you and that we are still 

here as a church for you.  You are always welcome 

for worship and all the other summer activities and 

ministries that go on at Sharon Lutheran Church. 

Deacon Jamie Travers 

Expectations, Wishes, and Hope 
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Our free puzzle exchange is still availa-

ble for your enjoyment! Come take a 

look near the Welcome Center! 

Sharon Book Group 

 
Sharon Lutheran’s Book Group will meet at 7:00 pm on the dates below in the Sharon Library and via 

Zoom For more information on each meeting, please contact Rod Gigstad at 
gigstad@gmail.com 

May 19 

The Little Liar by Mitch Albom 

Mitch Albom returns with a powerful novel that moves from a 

coastal Greek city during the Holocaust, to America, where the in-

tertwined lives of three survivors are forever changed by the perils 

of deception and the grace of redemption. Eleven-year-old Nico 

Krispis never told a lie. When the Nazi’s invade his home in Saloni-

ka, Greece, the trustworthy boy is discovered by a German officer, 

who offers him a chance to save his family. All Nico has to do is 

convince his fellow Jewish residents to board trains heading to “new 

homes” where they are promised jobs and safety. Unaware that this 

is all a cruel ruse, the innocent boy goes to the station platform every day and reassures the passengers that 

the journey is safe. But when the final train is at the station, Nico sees his family being loaded into a large 

boxcar crowded with other neighbors. Only after it is too late does Nico discover that he helped send the 

people he loved—and all the others—to their doom at Auschwitz.   

 

Summer Read:  

September 15 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 

a beautifully transporting novel about a man who is ordered to spend the rest of his life inside a luxury hotel 

In 1922, Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, and is sen-

tenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an in-

domitable man of erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room 

while some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. Un-

expectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him entry into a much larger world of emotional discovery.   
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If you are planning a baptism in your 
family, plan to come to a one-hour orienta-
tion called “Welcome to Baptism.” Our 
next scheduled gathering is planned for Sun-
day, May 17 at 4:00 pm. 

To register for the class, please call 
the church office by Friday before the 
class at 772-3122;  or email the church 
office at office@sharonlutheran.org; 
or speak to Deacon Jamie or Pastor 
Tawanda. 

 
Sponsors are welcome too, in addition 

to parents.   
The class is designed to help answer 

questions about baptism, including: 
· What is baptism?  
· When should baptism occur? 
· What is my role as a parent, spon-

sor, or family member of the baptized? 
 If you have any questions about this class, 

please speak to Deacon Jamie or Pastor Ta-
wanda. 

Each Wednesday morning 

at 9:45 there is an hour long 

Bible Study on the Scripture 

text for that coming Sunday’s 

worship service.  Anyone is 

welcome to attend.   

The Bible Study goes on 

all year long with some breaks now and then.  People are 

welcome to participate on whichever Wednesdays work 

for them.   

We are happy to be able to meet in person in South 

Hall. An online option will also continue, so people can 

join in person or online.  The online link is e-mailed out 

on Mondays.  If you don’t already receive that link 

and would like to, please let Deacon Jamie know. 

His email is: jtravers@sharonlutheran.org 

Wednesday 

Morning Bible Study 

“Welcome to Baptism”     

Orientation 

May’s Noisy Offering 

will benefit ND Make-

A-Wish 

Sharon Lutheran 

WELCA Annual 

Meeting 

Sharon Lutheran’s WELCA will hold their an-

nual meeting on Monday, May 11 at 7 pm in 

the Sanctuary. Please join us to hear updates, 

elect Board Members, and approve a budget 

for next year. 

Golden Age 
Club Potluck 

Friday, May 8 at 12:00 pm 

Come join the Golden Age Club for the 

May potluck and 

celebration! We 

will gather in Cel-

ebration Hall for 

lunch, conversa-

tion, and good 

times! 

mailto:jtravers@sharonlutheran.org
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Faith Formation Ministries  May News 

Sharon Sharings 

Road  

Trip! 
Meal, trivia, silent auc-

tion and raffle to sup-

port our Summer 2026 

trips to Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin and Win-

ston-Salem, North Car-

olina 

 

Sunday, May 3rd at 

5:00 pm in Celebra-

tion Hall 

We will be serving clas-

sic road trip favor-

ites—burgers and hot 

dogs, onion rings, 

French fries, and ice 

cream floats. 

 

Please visit the tables in 

the narthex after wor-

ship for more infor-

mation! 



Faith Formation Ministries  
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It is hard to believe that we are at the end of our 

program year. It has been so much fun learning, serv-

ing, and growing alongside all of you! As always, 

please let me know when you have a concert, game, 

festival, competition, showcase, or other type of per-

formance, and I will do my best to be there. Have a 

great summer! 

Blessings and peace, Dave 

 

“May is the new December!” I am sure you have 

heard that phrase! Families seem to have SO much 

going on during the month of May. Church School 

ends at the beginning of May and we look ahead to 

VBS in June. I hope that this May will be a blessing to 

you as you make memories and mark milestones. 

Thank you very much for including Sharon Lutheran 

in your children’s lives. We LOVE having you here! 

May God Bless You, Heather 

Greetings and Encouragement to You All! 

Important 
Dates: 

Friday, May 1: 

Registration 

opens for 

Church School 

and Confirma-

tion for the 

2026/2027 Pro-

gram Year 

 

Sunday, May 

3: LAST day of 

Church School; 

Spring Dinner 

fundraiser at 

5:00 p.m. in 
Celebration 

Hall 

 

Wednesday, 

May 6: LAST 

day of Wednes-

day Church 

School, 6th-9th 

Grade Confir-

mation instruc-

tion, 5G, and 

RAFT 

Friday, May 7: 

6th-12th Grade 

Lock-in begins 

at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, 

May 8: 6th-

12th Grade 

Lock-in ends at 

7:00 a.m. 

 

Wednesday, 

May 27: 7:00 

pm VBS Volun-

teer Orienta-
tion in South 

Hall 

 

Sunday, May 

31: VBS Deco-

rating, noon 

until complete 

 

Sunday, May 

31: 5 pm VBS 

Volunteer Ori-

entation 

Monday, June 

1: Polar Expedi-

tion VBS from 6 

pm to 8 pm 

 

Tuesday, June 

2: Polar Expedi-

tion VBS from 6 

pm to 8 pm 

 

Wednesday, 

June 3: Polar 

Expedition VBS 

from 6 pm to 8 

pm 
 

Thursday, 

June 4: Polar 

Expedition VBS 

from 6 pm to 8 

pm 

We need LOTS of  

volunteers to make 

VBS happen! 
Sign up to volunteer on our Signup Genius 

here: https://bit.ly/3OaBOgn 

Those interested in volunteering can use our 

Signup Genius or contact Heather at educa-

tion@sharonlutheran.org or sign up as a volunteer 

while registering their children for VBS OR can sign 

up on the clipboard on the VBS display table in the 

Narthex. Please communicate any questions that 

you may have! Thank you so much! 
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CHURCH SCHOOL (Preschool through 5th grade) NEWS: 
As our Church School year draws to a close, we want to thank you for a wonderful year together. Registra-

tion for the 2026/2027 program year should be live online on May 1. Please register as soon as you are able 

as this helps us greatly in our future planning endeavors. Also, be sure to join us for the best week of the 
summer by signing up for VBS, which is being held on June 1 through 4! 
 

UPPER ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS: 
3rd, 4th, and 5th graders, please join us for 3-4-5 Alive each Sunday afternoon from 3:45-4:45 pm in the 

Living Room (lower level youth room) at Sharon! There is no cost or registration for this program, and 

friends in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade are always welcome! We will have an end-of-the-year party at our normal 

time pm Sunday, May 3! 
 

6th-8th graders, please note that 5G will conclude with an end-of-the-year party at our normal time (8:15-

9:00 pm) on Wednesday, May 6. 

 

We will have a Lock-In for all middle school and high school students from 7:00 pm on Friday, May 8 through 

7:00 am on Saturday, May 9. The cost is $25 per student, which covers all activities, meals, snacks, and other 

event costs. If you have not registered yet, please contact Dave as soon as possible, as space is limited! 

 

Please contact Dave Berger or follow the link below if you have one or more students attending an ELCA 

Bible Camp this summer. We have scholarships available, and may be able to help you coordinate transporta-

tion with other Sharon families. Funds are limited, so please submit your information as soon as possible. 

Thank you! Sharon Lutheran Summer 2026 ELCA Bible Camp Participant Link: tinyurl.com/

BibleCampScholarships (Sharon members, if you would like to support kids attending Bible Camp, please 

know that you can make a Youth Stock donation at any time!) 

 

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS: 
RAFT (weekly fellowship program for high school students) will celebrate our year together with a bowling 

party at Red Ray Lanes from 7:00-9:00 pm on Wednesday, May 6. 

Faith Formation Ministries  

Our VBS 2026 Amazon Wishlist is LIVE! 

Please use this link to shop for us. Your generosity 

helps us to make VBS extra special and memora-

ble. Thank you so much! (Monetary donations 

marked as “VBS” can also be given to the office or 

put into the offering plate. https://bit.ly/463Y1Tb 
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Women of Sharon Updates 

The Women of Sharon invite you to join one of our circles and/or attend our monthly 

WELCA Board meetings.  

Hannah Circle 

Meets the FOURTH Monday of each month at 

1:00 pm at SLC in the Lounge. Contact Karen Axvig,   

701-610-1056 

 

Mary Circle 

Meets the THIRD Tuesday of each month at 1:00 

pm in a member’s home. Contact Ruth Thorson, 

701-775-2706 

 

Sarah Circle 

Meets the THIRD Thursday of each month at 1:00 

at SLC in the Lounge. Contact Jeannie Sollom, 218-

779-8646 

Rachel Circle 

Meets the THIRD Wednesday of each month at 

1:30 pm at SLC in the Lounge. Contact the Church 

Office, 701-772-3122 

 

Deborah Circle 

Meets the LAST Monday of the month at 7:00 pm 

at SLC in the Lounge. Contact Heather Peters, 701-

429-7087. 

If you or someone you know is sick, in the hospital 
or facing challenges, please let us know.  

We want to include you in our prayers, and the 
Prayers of the People during worship if you would 

like to be included in them.    
We are here for you! 

Sharon Sharings 

Amount needed in Operating Revenue each month 
per approved 2025-2026 is $77,334 

   

 March Actual YTD Actual 

Revenue 2025-2026 2025-2026 

Current Ministry Gifts   $77,066   $625,612  
Loose/Misc. Offering Gifts $506   $14,830  
Operating Fund Memorial 
Gifts $-   $20  
Church School, Confirmation 
& VBS Registrations $-   $6,900  
Benevolence Gifts $246   $8,220  
Other Gifts and Donations $1,273   $24,316  

Total $79,091   $679,898  
   

   

   

  March Actual   YTD Actual 

 2025-2026   2025-2026  

Operating Expenses $66,914   $624,979  
Mortgage Debt Reduction $1,695   $10,519  
Total Expenses $68,609   $635,499  
   

Revenue Exceeding Ex-
penses   $10,482   $44,400  

March Designated gifts received:  

Noisy Offering-Global Friends $534  

Building & Grounds-Properties $2,650  

Backpack Program $425  

Fellowship Donations $321  
Higher Ground Memorials $150  
Thrivent Choice Dollars $333  
Undesignated Memorials $20  
Lenten Fellowship Meal $1,955  
Choir Fund Memorials $150  
Bathroom Remodel $200  
Flowers $975  
Ordination-Bommersbach $653  
Projectors $9,970  
Souper Bowl-St. Joseph's Food Bank $70  
Faith Formation $25  
Church School Benevolences $109  

  

TOTAL: $18,540  



May 2026 May’s Noisy Offering 

will benefit North 

Dakota Make-A-Wish 

NOISY OFFERING 

NOISY OFFERING OFFICE CLOSED 





We are looking for volunteers to direct donators to the appropriate 
room for their donations at drop-off, set up of the sale, pricing items and 
working Thursday night and all day Friday of the sale.   

We will need volunteers for the following times: 
Sunday, May 10:          5 pm until we have the tables and basic set up 

complete 
Monday, May 11:        10 AM - 6 PM 
Tuesday, May 12:        10 AM - 7 PM 
Wednesday, May 13:   10 AM - 7 PM 
Thursday, May 14:      10 AM - 5 PM for set-up.    
          5-8:30 PM for the Early Bird         
Friday, May 15:           6:30 AM until approximately 7 PM 
 
Watch for sign-up sheets at the Welcome Center and on Sign-up Genius! The Rummage Sale proceeds 

are used to maintain and improve Our Sharon Lutheran Church Home. Please volunteer to be part of this 
fun endeavor!  

Join in the fun and volunteer to 
help at the Rummage Sale!   

Volunteers are able to shop and make purchases before the sale begins on     

Thursday evening! 

Vacation Bible School registration is open!                     

Scan QR code below to REGISTER NOW!  



Text to Give! 

DID YOU KNOW? Sharon Lutheran can accept of-

ferings and donations through Text Giving. Giving to 

the church via a text is 

fast, easy, and versatile. 

You can make a weekly 

offering or respond to a 

specific need in seconds. 

Just text to 73256, hit 

next, type Sharon1720, 

(One word!) hit send. 

You will receive a mes-

sage to click to complete your gift to Sharon Lutheran 

Church. 

The SPRING Sharon Lutheran Church  

Rummage Sale will be here soon! 

Thursday, May 14, 5-8 PM is the Early Bird Sale with a 

$5 entry fee. 

Friday, May 15, 7AM - 3 PM is the regular sale. 

So start packing up all your treasures and get ready to 

volunteer!  

Here is some information that you should know:  

There are 3 days that you can drop off your donations at the 

church:                                                                       

 Monday, May 11,  10 am - 5 pm 

 Tuesday, May 12, 10 am - 7 pm 

         Wednesday, May 13,  10 am - 6 pm 

You will be asked to place your items in the appropriate rooms 

by category so consider dividing up your items accordingly.  

We are accepting donations of kitchen items, knick knacks, 

linens,  gently-used clothing, toys, games, books, small furniture 

items, and small appliances in working condition.  

If you have large furniture you would like to donate, please talk 

to a rummage sale team member to see if we can accept your 

item. 

We are unable to accept computers and electronics, TVs, 

large appliances,  pianos (electric keyboards are fine), large 

exercise equipment, infant car seats and cribs, home-recorded 

videos, mattresses and clothing that is dirty, stained or has 

“unfashionable” holes.  

Calling all kids who 

like to read or listen 

to great stories!  

First—a reminder that we have a 

children’s library with LOTS of 

books for toddlers through high 

school.  You can read them here 

at Sharon or take them home 

(no need to check them 

out).  The library is open any 

time you are in the building! 

Second (and most importantly)—we are looking 

for a few Library Ambassadors.  “What’s that?” you 

ask.  Your job as a Library Ambassador is to read 

books or have them read to you!  After you’ve read 

a book, we’ll ask for a short “review” of what you 

read.  That means we’ll guide you with a few ques-

tions and then ask 
if you would rec-

ommend the book 

to others.  We will 

share these re-

views with anyone 

who receives our 

Sharon Sharings 

Newsletter each 

month. 

“Ok, I’m inter-

ested, what do I 

do?”  Glad you asked!  For more information or to 

“apply” for this opportunity you can share your 

name with the church office by phone or email, or 

contact Cheryl Nyhlen (cnyhl123@gmail.com) or 

Heather Peters (hpeters@sharonlutheran.org)   We 

look forward to hearing about your reading adven-

tures! 

mailto:cnyhl123@gmail.com
mailto:hpeters@sharonlutheran.org


By God’s Grace… 

Created to Worship, Called to Teach, Committed to Serve 

1720 South 20th St 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 

 

701-772-3122 

www.sharonlutheran.org 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 8:30 am to 5:00 pm  
The Church Office will be closing at noon on 

Fridays, beginning May 22. 
 
 

Worship Times 
Sundays  

9:00 am Sanctuary,  
10:30 Celebration Hall  

 
Wednesdays   

6:00 pm Celebration Hall 
 


