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¶ Outdoor Worship 

August 7 

 

Join us for in-person 

worship! 

Sunday morning at 

9:00 and 10:30 am  

We will alternate 

worship spaces each 

week. Both services 

will be held in the 

same worship space.  

 

Wednesday evenings 

in Celebration Hall 

beginning at 6:00 pm 

 

 

 

Out of town for the 

weekend? 

 

Join us on YouTube 

each Sunday. 

òO God, you have called your 

servants to ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, by paths 

as yet untrodden, through perils 

unknown. Give us faith to go out 

with good courage, not knowing 

where we go, but only that your 

hand is leading us and your love 

supporting us; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.ó  

 

Whenever I start a new phase in my 

life, I turn to this special prayer for 

comfort and direction. It's my mantra 

during tough times. Whenever I feel 

anxious or like I'm drowning, those 

words are like a life jacket, keeping me 

afloat. 

I learned the prayer in seminary and 

ever since, it has been my favorite pray-

er in our ELW Book. Last year, I 

learned more things about it when I 

was preparing for a sermon. 

The prayer was written by Father 

Eric Milner-White, who was the dean of 

the chapel at Kingõs College at Cam-

bridge, in the UK. He wrote it in 1941 

during the Second World War. He 

based the prayer on the story of Abra-

ham.  

If you remember Abrahamõs sto-

ry: He was called by God and told to 

move from his homeland to go to a 

new place that God had prepared for 

the people who would become the Isra-

elites. Abraham was promised so many 

blessings including children even though 

him and his wife had struggled with in-

fertility and were now of old age. And 

so Abraham left everything and every-

one he knew and went out on a journey 

that he didnõt know the way nor the 

destination. He showed tremendous 

faith. 

Father Milner-White wrote this 

prayer for his own people who were 

living in a hopeless time. Bombs were 

flying over them daily, their people 

were dying mercilessly at war, and 

there was no hope for the future. This 

A new phaseñcontinued on Page 2 
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prayer was a call for hope and a prayer 

for an uncertain future. 

While we donõt have bombs flying 

over us, we also live with uncertainty 

these days. Our country is sharply divid-

ed politically and the animosity among 

neighbors seems to be growing. There 

are wars around the world that feel like 

the beginning of much bigger conflicts. 

We just got over a pandemic but the ef-

fects are still unraveling. That's why I 

think we could all use a little prayer, like 

the one that Father Milner-White wrote. 

In early July, my wife and I embarked 

on a journey to Zimbabwe, filled with 

uncertainty and hope. Our hearts 

yearned to complete the adoption pro-

cess of our niece and nephew, who had 

endured unimaginable losses. We board-

ed the plane with no clear timeline. Our 

sole focus was to be united with our 

children and family. Alongside our deter-

mination, we also held onto the fervent 

hope that things would progress smooth-

ly, enabling us to return to Grand Forks 

soon. This prayer of hope and faith is our 

guide during this uncertain time. 

And for all of us at Sharon, July 

marked the beginning of a new staffing 

structure. As staff we definitely feel the 

changes. We have less chairs at meetings 

now and more things on our job descrip-

tions. As a congregation, we feel the 

changes too. We have fewer worship 

services and some programs are chang-

ing. And then you add the continuing de-

cline of the Church in our country, then 

definitely, we also hang on to these 

words from my beloved prayer.  

As you read this, I invite you to pray. 

Please pray for our church. Pray for our 

world. Pray for America. And also, 

please pray for my family and everyone 

else you know who is experiencing un-

certainty and anxiety. May the words of 

todayõs prayer be your guide. Amen. 

 

(Update from Zimbabwe: I hope that by 

the time you read this, the adoption will be 

approved in Zimbabwe. We have a court 

appointment on July 23 for that approval. 

After that, we begin the process with the US 

Embassy and USCIS which will take a few 

weeks to finalize.) 

 

Pastor Tawanda Murinda 

A new phaseñcontinued from Page 1 

We need your  updated contact info!  
We need to stay connected! We want to be able to keep you updated on church activities! 

Do you have a new cell phone, or have disconnected your landline? Maybe you have a new email address, or 

maybe you have moved? Please call the church office at (701)772-3122 and update this information.  

Thank you! 



Page 3 
Mq]ª~| Mq]ªr|p« 

Mï>AL. VALM56I 
V~¯zh ·~¯ zryj ] zr®®zj er® Mõ{~ªj ~o   

µ~ª«qr§ ]|h ojzz~µ«qr§Ö Oqj| x~r| ¯« o~ª 
~¯®h~~ª µ~ª«qr§ ]® ÅÑ¿¿ §{ o~zz~µjh e· 
Mõ{~ªj V~ª«qr§ ]ª~¯|h ] f]{§orªj µqjªj 
µj µrzz «r|p f]{§ «~|p« ]|h q]´j 
Mõ{~ªj«Ô  Oqr« oªjj j´j|® r« ~§j| ®~      

j´jª·~|j ~o ]zz ]pj«Ï 

Loop & Scoop 
Sunday, August 25, 2:00 pm 

Grab your bicycle, tricycle, skateboard, scooter, rol-

lerblades, roller skates or tennis shoes and join us at 

Lincoln Park!  We will explore the bike paths as much 

as you wish and then have ice cream treats and 

games afterwards.  This free event is open to every-

one of all ages.  Come take a loop on the bike path 

and have a scoop of ice cream!  
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If you are planning a baptism in your family, 
plan to come to a one-hour orientation 
called òWelcome to Baptismó on Sunday, Ju-
ly 18 at 4 pm in the church lounge. Please 

enter through door #1.  

To register for the class, please call 
the church office by Friday before the 
class at 772-3122;  or email the church 
office at office@sharonlutheran.org; 

or speak to one of the Rostered Minis-

ters.  

Sponsors are welcome too, in addition to 

parents.   

 

 

The class is designed to help answer ques-

tions about baptism, including: 

· What is baptism?  

· When should baptism occur? 

· What is my role as a parent, sponsor, 

or family member of the baptized? 

 If you have any questions about this class, 

please speak to one of the Rostered Ministers. 

Each Wednesday morning 

at 9:45 there is an hour long 

Bible Study on the Scripture 

text for that coming Sundayõs 

worship service.  Anyone is 

welcome to attend.   

The Bible Study goes on 

all year long with some breaks now and then.  People are 

welcome to participate on whichever Wednesdays work 

for them.   

We are happy to be able to meet in person in South 

Hall. An online option will also continue, so people can 

join in person or online.  The online link is e-mailed out 

on Mondays.  If you donõt already receive that link 

and would like to please let Deacon Jamie know. 

His email is: jtravers@sharonlutheran.org  

Wednesday 

Morning Bible Study  

In memory ofé 
Alice Holman: Lora & Lowell Machart, 

Scott & Jodi Boettner, Rich & Karen Axvig 

Memorials:  

òWelcome to Baptismó Orientation 

Effective July 1, 2024, Sharon Lutheran will 

only lend out tables and chairs that are stored 

in the garage. Those who borrow items from 

the garage should check in with the office 

staff before taking them from the property 

and also check in with the staff when they 

return the items. Thank you all for your co-

operation! 

mailto:jtravers@sharonlutheran.org
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WE  WANT  

YOU!  
Itõs almost that time of year againñthe start of fall activities, including 

Church School at Sharon, is right around the corner. As you know, our 

program is all volunteer-led so WE NEED YOU and canõt do it without 

you. Please consider volunteering as a Church School teacher of assistant 

on either Sundays or Wednesdays for the upcoming 2024-25 school year. 

Parents can indicate their willingness to volunteer when they register 

their children or ANYONE can also contact the Education office to let us 
know that you are willing to help. Please email 

hpeters@sharonlutheranorg. THANK YOU SO MUCH! 

Church School/

Confirmation  

Registration  

Get set for a new year!  

Already?  We havenõt even fin-

ished this one yet! 

We know.   

But Registration is open for the 

2024-2025 program year for church 

school and confirmationð3 year olds 

(on or before July 31, 2024) through 

10th grade. 

Early registration helps us plan 

for volunteers, curriculum, supplies, 

and all the considerations for a suc-

cessful year.  You can register your 

student(s) by going to 

www.sharonlutheran.org/event-

registration. 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
Wednesday, September 11th from 7:15ñ8:15 pm: 6th-9th 
Grade Confirmation Orientation for students and their parents/

guardians. 

 
Thursday, September 12th from 7:15ñ8:15 pm: Orientation 

for Confirmation Small Group Guides and Substitute Guides. 

 
Sunday, September 15th: Church School Kickoff for Sunday 
Church School students and parents/guardians (during the 10:30 am 

Worship Service) 

 
Wednesday, September 18th: Church School Kickoff for 
Wednesday Church School students and parents/guardians (during 

the 6:00 pm Worship Service) 

 
Wednesday, September 18th: First night of 6th-9th Grade 

Confirmation (7:15ñ8:15 pm) and 5G (8:15ñ9:00 pm) 

 
Friday, September 20 ñSunday September 22nd: Castaway 
Retreat (Watch for more information in your September newslet-

ter!) 

 
3-4-5 Alive! (weekly upper elementary fellowship) will resume in 

October. 
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Greetings and                      

Encouragement to You All!  
 
August already?!? It is hard to believe, but we are already 

ready already (!) to welcome all of you back for another year 

of learning, fellowship, and fun. I am excited to see you all 

again, and I canõt wait to hear about all of the amazing things 

you have been up to this summer. Make sure that you enjoy 

the beautiful weather while you can! Blessings and peace, 

Dave  

 

The summer months always seem to fly by MUCH faster, 

than, say, January and February ever do. Right? I hope that 

you are all taking time to enjoy the summer days and will 

continue to relish this time of year. August is a wonderful 

month in many ways and I wish you all many happy summer 

days. That being said, though, the routine of fall IS right 

around the corner and that includes the start of Church 

School. I am looking forward to seeing more of all of you 

soon! Heather  

UPPER ELEMENTARY,  

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Please complete your 2024-25 Church School 

(Lambs through Grade 5) and/or Confirmation reg-

istration (Grade 6 through Grade 10) as soon as 

possible so that we can continue our planning. You 

can register our student(s) by going to 

www.sharonlutheran.org/event-registration. 

We have re-imagined our Confirmation program, 

and we are excited to share these updates with you! 

 

Church School 
News: (Preschool 
through 5th grade) 

 
Please see the registration information be-

low to get ready for another year of church 

school at Sharon! The sooner you can reg-

ister, the better and more efficiently we can 

plan for the fall! You can register your stu-

dent(s) by going to 

www.sharonlutheran.org/event-registration.  

Church School 

Supply List:  

24 count Crayola Crayons 

Clorox or Lysol Wipe Canisters 
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Women of Sharon Corner 
The Women of Sharon invite 
you to join one of our Circles 
and/or attend our monthly 
WELCA Board meetings: 
 
 

Hannah Circle (Gather magazine 

Bible study & Service Projects) 

meets the SECOND Monday of 

each month at 4:00pm at SLC in the 

Lounge 

Contact:  Karen Axvig, 701 -610-

1056 

 

Mary Circle (Gather magazine Bible 

Study) 

meets the THIRD Tuesday of each 

month at 1:00pm in a memberõs home 

Contact:  Ruth Thorson, 701 -775-

2706 

 

Sarah Circle  (Gather magazine Bible 

Study) 

meets the THIRD Wednesday of 

each month at 1:30pm at SLC in South 

Hall 

Contact:  Jeannie Sollom, 218 -779-

8646 

 

Rachel Circle  (Gather magazine Bi-

ble Study) 

meets the THIRD Wednesday of 

each month at 1:30pm at SLC in base-

ment 

Contact:  Church Office, 701 -772-

3122  

 

Esther Circle (new Circle with a 

book/Bible study format) 

Meeting dates will vary, text Emilie for 

info. 

Contact:  Emilie DeKrey 701 -388-

8355 

 

Deborah Circle (new Circle, cur-

rently focusing on studying women of 

the Bible) 

meets the LAST Monday of each 

month at 7:00pm at SLC in the Lounge 

Contact:  Heather Peters, 701 -429

-7087  

Summer Updates: 

Most of our Circles take the 

summer months off. If you are 

interested in any of our Circles, 

please contact Heather Peters at 

701-429-7087 and she will be 

sure you get the correct infor-

mation and summer time sched-

ules.  

Our August WELCA Board is 

meeting on August 12th in the 

Rose of Sharon Lounge. All are 

welcome! LOOK FOR EVENTS 

COMING IN THE FALL! 

Amount needed in Operating Revenue each month per ap-

   

 June Actual YTD Actual 

Revenue 2023-2024 2023-2024 

Current Ministry Gifts   ϷсрΣпфл   ϷтфмΣпрр  
Loose/Misc. Offering Gifts ϷмΣлтм   ϷмуΣроп  

Operating Fund Memorial Ϸ-   Ϸ-  

Church School, Confirmation ϷмΣрлл   ϷмлΣмлл  
Benevolence Gifts Ϸппс   ϷтΣонн  
Other Gifts and Donations ϷнΣнрс   ϷомΣмту  

2021-2022 Total ϷтлΣтсо   ϷуруΣруф  
   

 June Actual   YTD Actual 

 2023-2024   2023-2024  

Operating Expenses ϷтнΣпрм   ϷумрΣмру  
Mortgage Debt Reduction ϷпΣрмо   ϷопΣроф  
Total Expenses ϷтсΣфсп   ϷупфΣсфт  
Revenue Exceeding Ex-

 ϷόсΣнлмύ ϷуΣуфн  

June Designated gifts received:  

bƻƛǎȅ hũŜǊƛƴƎ-[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ 
Ϸомт  

wƻƻŦ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ Ϸрпл  

hǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ Ϸнро  

CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ Ϸннт  

¦ƴŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎ Ϸол  

IƛƎƘŜǊ DǊƻǳƴŘ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ Ϸмрл  

/ƘƻƛǊ CǳƴŘ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ Ϸмрл  

.ŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ wŜƳƻŘŜƭ Ϸмфт  

¢ƘǊƛǾŜƴǘ /ƘƻƛŎŜ 5ƻƭƭŀǊǎ Ϸмл  

[ƛōǊŀǊȅ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ Ϸомр  

hǊƎŀƴ wŜǇŀƛǊ Ϸмпл  

CŀƛǘƘ CƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ Ϸрл  

  

¢h¢![Υ ϷнΣотф  



Thank you to Sharon members 

who contributed to the Global 

Friends requests for household 

items in the month of June.  We 

delivered several boxes of linens 

and kitchen items which were so 

graciously received.    

The mission of Global Friends 

is integration through work with 

individuals, families. and the Greater 

Grand Forks Community. The three 

main objectives are: 

1.  Refugee resettlement, which 

includes securing and furnishing 

apartments 

2.  New American integration 

by assisting as family mentors and 

adult education 

3.  Immigration legal services 

Global Friends Coalition is al-

ways needing volunteers for the 

first two objectives.  If you are in-

terested please call 701-746-8233 

or go to the website, 

www.gfcoalition.org. 

Needed items are listed in the 

"Home Inventory Checklist" below. 

If you have questions regarding 

Global Friends, we would be happy 

to direct you. 

Karen and Rich Axvig, Sharon 

Lutheran Global Friends Contacts 

kgaxvig@gmail.com    

701-610-1056 (Karen's cell#) 

 

Home Inventory Checklist:  

Furniture:  

Bedrooms : Mattress, box-

spring, bed frame, dresser, lamps, 

nightstands 

Living Room: Lamps, end ta-

bles, couches, chairs, coffee table 

Dining Room: Kitchen table, 

kitchen chairs 

Kids: Highchair, car seat, crib 

Items : 

Bedroom : flat sheets, fitted 

sheets, mattress protectors, com-

forters, throw blankets (optional), 

pillows, pillow cases, pillow protec-

tors 

Bathroom : 

Shower curtain, 

shower liner, 

bathroom gar-

bage can, bath 

towels, hand 

towels, wash 

cloths, bath mat, 

toilet brush, 

plunger 

Kitchen : 

Can opener, dish-

es (plates, bowls, 

mugs & cups), 

silverware, serv-

ing utensils, serv-

ing/mixing bowls, 

pots, baking dish-

es, cutting board, 

coffee pot/kettle, 

kitchen trash can, 

box of 10 gallon 

trash bags, microwave, dish drying 

rack, dish cloths, dish towels, hot 

pads, strainers/colanders, paper 

towels, silverware organizer 

Hygiene : Razors, deodorant, 

toilet paper, shampoo, conditioner, 

lotion, soap, feminine products, 

comb/brush, toothpaste, tooth-

brush 

Cleaning :  Vacuum,  broom and 

dustpan, mop and bucket, dish soap, 

sponges, paper towels, dishwasher 

detergent, cleaning rags, laundry 

detergent 

Other : Notebook, pencils, 

erasers, pens, sketchbook/coloring 

book, cards and games, dictionary 

Global Friends update  

https://sharonlutheranchurch-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mthompson_sharonlutheran_org/Documents/Attachments/www.gfcoalition.org

