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In a world driven by anxiety, the myth of 

scarcity persists. This idea that, “There is not 

enough.” We see this manifested in hoarding 

and competition. But we also see it creep into 

how we see ourselves: “I am not good 

enough.” A lot of people live with shame 

about their accomplishments and how they 

think the world sees them. The result of all of 

this is a life of anxiety, stinginess, fatigue, and a 

“me-first” attitude.  

 But our Bible offers us a different 

worldview. In Creation God was over-

whelmed by how “good” everything was 

(Genesis 1). The Psalms celebrate abundance 

(Psalm 104 and 147). Jesus says that he came 

to give us life in abundance (John 10). The Bi-

ble is filled with themes of trust, generosity, 

and neighborliness. The result of all of this is a 

life of gratitude, contentment, and community. 

 During our trek through Lent, you are in-

vited to join us on Wednesdays for one of our 

midweek services to explore the feasting and 

fasting that makes up our lives. Our theme 

this year is: Feasting & Fasting: Uncommon Di-

alogues through Lent. 

 Each week, we will explore a different 

theme through skits, music, and scrip-

ture.  Take this opportunity to explore togeth-

er all the gifts God offers us as we also dis-

cover the ways our own failings hamper a 

fuller experience of God’s grace within our 

lives.  Let us together enjoy a common expe-

rience of feasting and fasting through Lent! 

  

Ash Wednesday is February 18 

Lent Worship Schedule on Wednesdays: 

(Feb. 18—April 2) 

Soup Suppers 5:15 pm – 6:30 pm 

Sanctuary Worship 5:15 pm 

Celebration Hall Worship 6:00 pm 

  

Pastor Tawanda Murinda 

Lent 2026: Feasting & Fasting         
Fasting from Scarcity. Feasting on Abundance. 

February 

17!  

For more    

information, 

see inside! 
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Sharon Book Group 

 
Sharon Lutheran’s Book Group will meet at 7:00 pm on the dates below in the Sharon Library and via 

Zoom For more information on each meeting, please contact Rod Gigstad at 
gigstad@gmail.com 

February 17 

The Museum of Failures by Thrity Umrigar 

An immersive story about family secrets and the power of for-

giveness. When Remy Wadia left India for the United States, he car-

ried his resentment of his cold and inscrutable mother with him and 

has kept his distance from her. Years later, he returns to Bombay, 

planning to adopt a baby from a young pregnant girl—and to see his 

elderly mother again before it is too late.  

 

March 17 

My Friends: A Novel by Fredrik Backman 

A 2025 novel about four teenagers who form a powerful bond during a summer on a pier, a friendship that 

later impacts a stranger's life 25 years later, exploring themes of art, friendship, and finding connection.   

Thanks to everyone who participated in God’s Global Barn-

yard this year. With y our generous donations, we were 

able to provide: 

• 14 goats 

• 4 pigs 

• 5 honeybees 

• 1 Bible 

• 3 chicks 

• School supplies for a child 

• 50 fed at a soup kitchen 

• 1 family fed for a week 

Noisy offering came to $618.05 and will be used where 

needed the most. Thanks again for your kind donations for 

this important project to help our neighbors around the 

world. 

 

Community Connections Team 

God’s Global Barnyard 

by the numbers 
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If you are planning a baptism in 
your family, plan to come to a one-
hour orientation called “Welcome to 
Baptism.” Our next scheduled gather-
ing is planned for Sunday, February 15 
at 4:00 pm. 

To register for the class, 
please call the church office by 
Friday before the class at 772-
3122;  or email the church office 
at office@sharonlutheran.org; or 
speak to Deacon Jamie or Pastor 
Tawanda. 

 
Sponsors are welcome too, in ad-

dition to parents.   
The class is designed to help an-

swer questions about baptism, includ-
ing: 

· What is baptism?  
· When should baptism occur? 
· What is my role as a parent, 

sponsor, or family member of the 
baptized? 

 If you have any questions about this 
class, please speak to one of the Ros-
tered Ministers. 

Each Wednesday morning 

at 9:45 there is an hour long 

Bible Study on the Scripture 

text for that coming Sunday’s 

worship service.  Anyone is 

welcome to attend.   

The Bible Study goes on 

all year long with some breaks now and then.  People are 

welcome to participate on whichever Wednesdays work 

for them.   

We are happy to be able to meet in person in South 

Hall. An online option will also continue, so people can 

join in person or online.  The online link is e-mailed out 

on Mondays.  If you don’t already receive that link 

and would like to, please let Deacon Jamie know. 

His email is: jtravers@sharonlutheran.org 

Wednesday 

Morning Bible Study 
“Welcome to Baptism”     

Orientation 

The deadline for submissions to the monthly 

Sharon Sharings is 5:00 pm on the 15th of 

each month.  Anything submitted past the 

deadline is not guaranteed to be published. 

Thank you for your understanding and 

cooperation! 

Two Golden Age Club 

Opportunities 

In the month of February, there are two oppor-

tunities to gather together with the Golden Age 

Club. Anyone retirement age and older is invited to 

our regular gathering on February 13, at 2:00 at 

Sharon. The program will be presented by the 

Grand Forks Fire Department. 

On Tuesday, February 24, our Golden Age Club 

is invited to join the group at Calvary Lutheran 

Church for supper at 4:00 pm. We don’t need to 

bring anything. We have been invited as their guests 

for a potluck meal; they are providing the food. 

mailto:jtravers@sharonlutheran.org


Thank you for supporting 

our Youth Stock campaign! Your 

Youth Stock donation helps pro-

vide faith-centered opportunities 

for our youth to gather, serve, 

learn, and grow together. Thank 

you for your continued assis-

tance throughout the year. We 

are grateful for your prayers, 

your listening ears, and your fi-

nancial support. 

Thank 

you! 

Page 4 

Faith Formation Ministries  February News 

Sharon Sharings 

CHURCH SCHOOL (Preschool through 5th grade) NEWS 
We are “back in the swing” of things again with Church School. Classes are taking turns attending Wor-

ship and some classes are having their Milestone Ministry Events during Church School. Please see your 
weekly emails for details. 

UPPER ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS: 
3rd, 4th, and 5th graders, please join us for 3-4-5 Alive each Sunday afternoon from 3:45-4:45 pm in 

the Living Room (lower level youth room) at Sharon! There is no cost or registration for this program, and 
friends in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade are always welcome! We will meet on February 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd. 

6th-8th graders, please join us for 5G every Wednesday night that we have regular Confirmation in-
struction in the building! We meet from 8:15-9:00 pm in the lower level. There is no cost or registration for 
this program, and friends in grades 6-8 are always welcome! This month, 5G will meet on February 4th and 
11th before taking a break for the season of Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18th.l After 
February 11th, 5G will resume on Wednesday, April 8th. 

MILESTONE MINISTRIES IN FEBRUARY AND MARCH 
Wednesday, February 18: 4th Grade (The Gospel of Mark) at 7:15 pm 
Wednesday, February 25: 6th Grade (The Ten Commandments) at 7:15 pm 
Wednesday, March 4: 7th Grade (The Lord’s Prayer) at 7:15 pm 
Wednesday, March 11: 8th Grade (The Apostles’ Creed) at 7:15 pm 
5th graders and families, please watch for information about our special Communion Conversations (Sunday, 

March 1 and Sunday, March 15) and plan to join us for our Communion Celebration at 6:00 pm in Celebration Hall 
on Maundy Thursday, April 2! 

All Ages Ski Trip to 

Buena Vista Ski Area 

(Bemidji, MN) 

Saturday, February 28, 2026 

Depart at 7:30 am, Return at 7:30 pm 

Cost: $60 for transportation and lift ticket 

If you need to rent skis/snowboard/helmet or want a lesson, those 

prices are as follows: 

$30 ski rental $32 snowboard rental $8 helmet rental (highly recom-

mended!) $20 ski or snowboard lesson 

Please register by Sunday, February 22 to reserve your spot. More 

information and paperwork will be sent out on Monday, February 23. 

Friends and family members are welcome! 



Faith Formation Ministries  
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It is hard to believe that we are more than half-

way through our program year. It has been so much 

fun learning, serving, and growing alongside all of you! 

As always, please let me know when you have a con-

cert, game, festival, showcase, or other type of per-

formance, and I will do my best to be there! Bless-

ings and peace, Dave 

 

As the winter months move along, I hope that 

you are finding extra time at home with family during 

these cozy months. Spring is not quite “right around 

the corner” yet but with Ash Wednesday and the 

start of Lent this month, we know that the hope of 

spring WILL come. 

May God Bless You, Heather 

Greetings and Encouragement to You All! 

Faith Formation Important Dates: 
 

Sunday, February 15:  NO CHURCH SCHOOL 

 

Ash Wednesday, February 18:  NO CHURCH SCHOOL; Lenten 

Worship Assistants schedule begins for 6th-9th grade Confirmation stu-

dents 

Going to Bible Camp this summer? 

Please contact  Dave Berger or follow the link below if you 

have one or more students attending an ELCA Bible Camp 

this summer. We have scholarships available, and we may be 

able to help you coordinate transportation with other Sharon 

families. Funds are limited, so please submit your information 

as soon as possible! Thank you! 

Sharon Lutheran Summer 2026 ELCA Bible Camp Participant 

Link: tinyurl.com/BibleCampScholarships 

(Sharon members, if you would like to support kids attending 

Bible Camp, please know that you can make a Youth Stock 

donation at any time!) 
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February’s 

Noisy Offering 

will benefit Love 

Feast 

Game Day, Sunday February 22 
from 2:00 -4:00 

People of all 

ages are invited 

to bring your 

favorite board 

game, card 

game, family 

game, strategy 

game etc. and 

join us for 

some fellow-

ship and fun at 

Sharon Lutheran Church.  If you don’t have a fa-

vorite game to bring that is fine.  There will be 

plenty of fun to choose from. 

Amount needed in Operating Revenue each month per ap-
proved 2025-2026 is $77,334 

   

 December Actual YTD Actual 

Revenue 2025-2026 2025-2026 

Current Ministry Gifts   $92,503   $388,535  
Loose/Misc. Offering Gifts $5,778   $12,317  
Operating Fund Memorial 
Gifts $-   $20  
Church School, Confirmation 
& VBS Registrations $-   $6,900  
Benevolence Gifts $286   $3,714  
Other Gifts and Donations $2,135   $19,114  

Total $100,702   $430,600  
   

   

   

  December Actual   YTD Actual 

 2025-2026   2025-2026  

Operating Expenses $67,803   $404,240  
Mortgage Debt Reduction $1,218   $6,668  

Total Expenses $69,021   $410,907  
   

Revenue Exceeding      
Expenses   $31,681   $19,693  

December Designated gifts received:  

Noisy Offering-God's Global Barnyard $618  

Building & Grounds-Properties $6,100  

Backpack Program $225  

Fellowship Donations $209  
Higher Ground Memorials $150  
Thrivent Choice Dollars $785  
Lynn Ronsberg ELCA Scholarship Dona-
tions $500  
Choir Fund Memorials $150  
Sharon Cares $220  
Christmas Flowers $1,112  
Bathroom Remodel $100  
Alarm System $6,000  
Garbage Disposal $1,000  
Church School Offerings $82  
Faith Formation $525  

  

TOTAL: $17,776  

Community Connections 

Team collecting items 

for LWR 

Community Connections team will be collecting 

personal care items for Lutheran World Relief during 

Lent. The following items are needed for one kit: one 

light weight bath towel, one nail clipper, one sturdy 

comb, two bars of soap 4 to 5 ounces , one adult size 

toothbrush. 

You can drop off items in totes located under the 

TV by South Hall. The kits will be assembled sometime 

during Holy Week. Thank you from Community Con-

nections Team. 
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Text to Give! 

DID YOU KNOW? Sharon Lutheran can accept of-

ferings and donations through Text Giving. Giving to 

the church via a text is 

fast, easy, and versatile. 

You can make a weekly 

offering or respond to a 

specific need in seconds. 

Just text to 73256, hit 

next, type Sharon1720, 

(One word!) hit send. 

You will receive a mes-

sage to click to complete your gift to Sharon Lutheran 

Church. 

Women of Sharon Corner 
The Women of Sharon invite you to join one of our circles and/or attend our monthly 

WELCA Board meetings. The January WELCA Board meeting will be held on Monday, February 9 at 7:00 pm in the 

Rose of Sharon Lounge. All are welcome to attend! 

Sharon Sharings 

Golden Age Club 

Friday, February 13 at 

2:00 pm 
  
Come join us for an 
interesting presenta-
tion by the Grand 
Forks Police Depart-
ment about various 
scams and what to 
watch for.  Golden 
Age will meet at 2:00 
on Friday,  February 13th.  All are wel-
come.  

Hannah Circle 

Meets the THIRD Monday of each month at 1:00 

pm at SLC in the Lounge. Contact Karen Axvig,   

701-610-1056 

 

Mary Circle 

Meets the THIRD Tuesday of each month at 1:00 

pm in a member’s home. Contact Ruth Thorson, 

701-775-2706 

 

Sarah Circle 

Meets the THIRD Thursday of each month at 

1:00 at SLC in the Lounge. Contact Jeannie Sollom, 

218-779-8646 

 

Rachel Circle 

Meets the THIRD Wednesday of each month at 

1:30 pm at SLC in the Lounge. Contact the Church 

Office, 701-772-3122 

 

Deborah Circle 

Meets the LAST Monday of the month at 7:00 pm 

at SLC in the Lounge. Contact Heather Peters, 701-

429-7087. 

Step into a sweet wonderland of pepper-
mint swirls and holiday cheer! Join us for 
an afternoon tea filled with festive treats, 
warm laughter, and the magic of Christ-

This family friendly event will feature a 
variety of warm beverages and holiday 
treats inspired by the season, perfect for 



1 
9:00 am Worship—
Sanctuary 
10:30 am Worship—
Celebration Hall 
10:30 am Church School  

2 
12:00 pm AA Noonday 
8:00 pm AA Unity 

3 
8:30 am Faithfully Fit 
9:30 am Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
5:00 pm OA 
5:30 pm Stewardship 
Team 
7:00 pm Al Anon 
Primary Purpose 
8:00 pm AA Primary 
Purpose 

4 
9:45 am Bible Study 
12:00 pm AA Noonday 
6:00 pm Worship—CH 
6:00 pm Church School  
7:00 pm Choir Practice 
7:15 pm Confirmation 
8:15 pm RAFT 
8:15 pm 5G 

5 
8:30 am Faithfully Fit 
5:00 pm NA 
8:00 pm AA Unity 

 
 

6 
12:00 pm AA Serenity 
7:00 pm Al-Anon TGIF 

7 
9:00 am AA-Women 
Carrying the Message 
8:00 pm AA Unity 
 
 

8 
9:00 am Worship—
Sanctuary 

BACKPACK PACKING 
BETWEEN SERVICES 

10:30 am Worship—
Celebration Hall 
10:30 am Church School  
 
 

9 
12:00 pm AA Noonday 
6:00 pm Fellowship 
Team  
8:00 pm AA Unity 
 

10 
8:30 am Faithfully Fit 
9:30 am Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
5:00 pm OA 
6:00 pm Education 
Team 
6:00 pm Properties 
Team  
7:00 pm Al Anon 
Primary Purpose 
8:00 pm AA Primary 
Purpose 

11 
9:45 am Bible Study 
12:00 pm AA Noonday 
6:00 pm Worship—CH 
6:00 pm Church School  
7:00 pm Choir Practice 
7:15 pm Confirmation 
8:15 pm RAFT 
8:15 pm 5G 

12 
8:30 am Faithfully Fit 
9:00 am Quilting 
1:00 pm Sharon 
Cares 
5:00 pm NA 
8:00 pm AA Unity 

 
 

13 
12:00 pm AA Serenity 
2:00 pm Golden Age 
7:00 pm Al-Anon TGIF 
 

 

14 
9:00 am AA-Women 
Carrying the Message 
8:00 pm AA Unity 
 

 

15 
9:00 am Worship—
Sanctuary 
10:30 am Worship—
Celebration Hall  
NO CHURCH SCHOOL 
3:45 pm 3-4-5 Alive! 
4:00 pm Baptism Orienta-
tion 

 

16 
12:00 pm AA Noonday 
8:00 pm AA Unity 
 

NEWSLETTER  
DEADLINE 

 
 
 

17 
8:30 am Faithfully Fit 
11:00-1:00 Pancakes 
for Projectors 
1:00 pm Mary Circle 
5:00 pm OA 
5:00-7:00 Pancakes 
for Projectors 
6:00 pm Church 
Council 
7:00 pm Sharon Book 
Group 
7:00 pm Al Anon 
Primary Purpose 
8:00 pm AA Primary 
Purpose 

18 ASH WEDNESDAY 
9:45 am Bible Study 
12:00 pm AA Noonday 
1:30 pm Rachel Circle 
6:00 pm Worship—
Celebration Hall  
7:00 pm Choir Practice 
NO CHURCH SCHOOL, 

CONFIRMATION, 5G 
OR RAFT 

19 
8:30 am Faithfully Fit 
1:00 pm Sarah Circle 
5:00 pm NA 
8:00 pm AA Unity 
 

 

20 
12:00 pm AA Serenity 
7:00 pm Al-Anon TGIF 

21 
9:00 am AA-Women 
Carrying the Message 
8:00 pm AA Unity 

22 
9:00 am Worship—
Sanctuary 
10:30 am Worship—
Celebration Hall 
10:30 am Church School 
2:00 pm Game Extravagan-
za 
3:45 pm 3-4-5 Alive! 
 

NOISY OFFERING 
 
 

 

23 
12:00 pm AA Noonday 
7:00 pm Deborah Circle 
8:00 pm AA Unity 

24 
8:30 am Faithfully Fit 
4:00 pm Golden Age 
at Calvary for supper 
5:00 pm OA 
6:00 pm Church 
Council 
7:00 pm Al Anon 
Primary Purpose 
8:00 pm AA Primary 
Purpose 

25 
9:45 am Bible Study 
12:00 pm AA Noonday 
5:15 pm Worship—
Sanctuary  
6:00 pm Worship—
Celebration Hall  
7:00 pm Choir Practice 
7:15 pm Confirmation 
8:15 pm RAFT 
8:15 pm 5G 
 

NOISY OFFERING 

26 
8:30 am Faithfully Fit 
9:00 am Quilting 
5:00 pm NA 
8:00 pm AA Unity 

27 
12:00 pm AA Serenity 
7:00 pm Al-Anon TGIF 

28 
9:00 am AA-Women 
Carrying the Message 
8:00 pm AA Unity 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

February 2026 



2026 Lenten Soup-er Meals 
“A  warm  bowl of soup is a remedy for both body and spirit.” 

Lenten soup meals will be served from 5:15—6:30 pm 

each Wednesday during Lent. The menu is as follows 

(subject to change!) 

February 18: Chicken Wild Rice 

February 25: Vegetable Beef 

March 4: Chili Cookoff 

March 11: Ham Chowder 

March 18: Knoephla 

March 26” Chicken Noodle 

Also, there will be a gluten free vegan option each 

week. Servers are needed each week as well as volunteers 

to bring desserts. Set-uppers will be needed to get ready 

for the meal! Signups will be with others! 

Watch for signup in the narthex. Free will donations 

appreciated in support of the Feed My Starving Children 

program. If you have any questions, please contact Mary 

Adams at 701-739-5520. 



The Stewardship Team’s 4th 

Annual Chili Cookoff is set for 

March 4th, 2026! We are looking 

for 6-7 entries of various types of 

chili to include: Vegan, Gluten Free, 

Regular, Spicy, White and 2 Chef’s 

Choice. We are looking forward to 

tasting all 7 chilis. It’s first come 

first serve to sign up so make sure 

you get registered ASAP! You can 

sign up on Sharon’s website under 

Signup Genius. Good Luck to all 

entries. 

The Chili that will be offered to 

all this year will be the White Chili 

“It may be white (chili), but it’s not 

cold” that 

won last 

year by 

Karen 

Axvig and 

Julie Hill. 

4th Annual Chili Cookoff scheduled 



Upcoming Giving Hearts 
Day -  

Febru-
ary 
12, 
2026 

We are thrilled to participate in Giving 

Hearts Day on February 12, 2026! This special 

day offers a unique opportunity to support 

several key ministries in our community, in-

cluding the Eastern North Dakota Synod, 

Christus Rex, Park River Bible Camp, Red 

Willow Ministries, Crossroads Lutheran Cam-

pus Ministry, and Valley Senior Living. Your 

generous donations help sustain these vital 

organizations and the important work they do 

to spread God's love and serve our neighbors. 

Please consider how you can contribute and 

make a lasting impact on our shared mission! 

Living Lutheran -  

Free Digital       

Membership  

Living Lutheran tells the sto-

ries of the ELCA and its mem-

bers--across synods, states, re-

gions, and countries. The publi-

cation is now available digitally -

 FREE. Check it out at https://

www.livinglutheran.org/voices-of

-faith/the-new-livinglutheran-org/ 

AND SO DO WE! 
Young children are always welcome at worship ser-

vices here at Sharon, but we know that sometimes 

they need a chance to be a little more active. We 

want our nursery to be safe and welcoming, so we are 

in the process of refreshing and refurnishing. Thanks 

to some wonderful volunteers, the nursery was re-

cently painted, but we aren’t done! We also want in-

put from those who use the nursery. If you have ideas 

about items that would be useful or fun for this space, 

please share them with us by February 7. You can call 

the church office or contact Cheryl Nyhlen (text 218-

779-0247 or email cnyhl123@gmail.com) Thank you! 

Pancakes for Projectors 
Tuesday, February 17 

Come join us for pancakes and sausage on Shrove Tuesday 

either for lunch from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm or for supper 

from 5:00-7:00 pm. This is a fundraiser to raise money to 

repair our projectors in our worship 

spaces. If you would like to help, 

please contact Deacon Jamie. 

Laissez les Bons Pancakes Briller (“Let 

the good pancakes shine.” 



Page 12 Sharon Sharings 





 Page 14 Sharon Sharings 



By God’s Grace… 

Created to Worship, Called to Teach, Committed to Serve 

1720 South 20th St 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 

 

701-772-3122 

www.sharonlutheran.org 

A note from the                    

Stewardship 

Team… 

 

We are resending the 

Stewardship Forms in 

this newsletter.   We encourage you to 

fill them out and return them to the 

church.  Thank you for your time and 

effort!  

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 8:30 am to 5:00 pm  
 
 

Worship Times 
Sundays  

9:00 am Sanctuary,  
10:30 Celebration Hall  

 
Wednesdays  

6:00 pm Celebration Hall 
 

Ash Wednesday (February 18) through Lent: 
5:15 pm Sanctuary 

6:00 pm Celebration Hall 


